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The Asian Cultural Council is a foundation supporting cultural ex-
change in the visual and performing arts between Asia and the United

States. The Council awards fellowships to artists, scholars, and other

arts professionals from Asia for research, study and creative work in the

United States. ACC grants also assist Americans undertaking similar

‘ j activities in Asia, and arts and educational institutions pursuing projects

of special significance to Asian-American exchange. In addition, the

Council makes grants to encourage regional exchange and partnership

within Asia.

In making grants to individuals, the ACC not only awards

fellowship funds but also develops individually tailored programs of

W professional activities to support the goals and interests of each grant

) recipient. An extensive international network of former grantees and

professional contacts in the arts provides important advice and guidance

- to the Council.
4 The ACC’s grant program was established in 1963 by John D.
Rockefeller 3rd and is today funded by annual contributions from indi-

viduals, foundations, and corportations in the United States and Asia,

as well as by endowment income. Nearly 5000 individuals in the arts

have received grant support from the ACC during the past forty-four

years. The Asian Cultural Council’s headquarters are in New York, with

regional offices in Tokyo, Hong Kong, Taipei and Manila.
The ACC’s Hong Kong Arts Program was established in 1987
and, through the generosity of local donors, has supported more than

250 arts professionals from Hong Kong and other cities in China.

Donations to the Asian Cultural Council are tax-deductible in Hong Kong
or the United States to the_full extent provided by law.
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Tian Mansha, one of China’s leading performers
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Y;JE history of the Asian Cultural Council’s Hong Kong Arts
Program reflects the history of the ACC itself. An organization
which began in New York more than forty years ago, the Asian
Cultural Council started as a small American foundation based
on one man’s vision, and slowly transformed into a fully inter-
national program with active branches in Tokyo, Hong Kong,
Taipei and Manila, supported by staff and donors from all parts
of Asia. Even with this expanded scope, the Asian Cultural
Council remains faithful to the original mission of its founder:
John D. Rockefeller 3rd.

Inspiration and Origins: The JDR 3rd Fund

John D. Rockefeller 3rd was the eldest son of the children of
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and the grandson of John D. Rockefel-
ler, founder of Standard Oil and one of America’s first great
philanthropists. John D. Rockefeller 3rd was a life-long student
of Asia and, together with his wife Blanchette, a serious collec-
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tor of Asian art. His passion for
Asian culture, beginning with his
first visit to the region in 1929,
and his concern for the impor-
tance of mutual respect among
nations, inspired much of his
life’s work. He was instrumental
in establishing the International
House of Japan in Tokyo, in
revitalizing the Japan Society
in New York and in founding
the India International Center
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York, he led the way in the es-
tablishment of the Asia Society
with a mandate of educating Americans about Asia.

John D. Rockefeller 3rd founded the Asian Cultural Council’s
grant program in 1963 as part of the JDR 3rd Fund to reflect
his personal commitment to cultural exchange and to the role
of the arts and humanities in society. The Fund was a small
organization dedicated specifically to the arts and scholarship.
Mr. Rockefeller was concerned that a shrinking world and rapid
international commercialization would jeopardize the authen-
ticity or indeed the very existence of the Asian traditions he so
valued, and he intended to support those individuals who were
committed to carrying on these art forms and to making art

relevant in contemporary life.
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